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Stepping Up for Memory
When Hilary Miller accepted the Remember

Us invitation to honor and remember Lina
Gerson z”l,  a six-year-old from the Netherlands
who died during the Shoah, she did not antici-
pate that her commitment would expand to
include authorship of a book, serving as a
Holocaust educator, or recruiting upcoming
bnai mitzvah students from other area congre-
gations to participate in Remember Us.

Hilary’s extensive involvement was initially
motivated by her surprise and sadness at having
overheard a conversation filled with both misin-
formation and obvious lack of knowledge of the
Holocaust by some non-Jewish members of her
soccer team. When she engaged them in further
discussion, it became obvious to her that more
needed to be done to educate young people. “I
was shocked that they didn’t know anything. It
was a part of our family’s conversation and I
learned about it school but I didn’t think people
my age had no idea. I just wanted to make sure
that these girls had information”.

Prompted by this event, as well as a sugges-
tion by Congregation Beth Israel educator
Samara Sofian that she interview one survivor
to get a first- hand perspective, Hilary decided
to undertake a much bigger project than she
ever expected. Independently she undertook
the task of interviewing

Names Go with March of the Living

Remember Us entrusted
names to nearly four

hundred teen participants
on the March of the
Living when they traveled
to Poland and Israel in
April 2010. Through the
leadership of Mariana
Roytman-Schiffner, part-
nerships were made with
the Bureau of Jewish
Education Los Angeles,
March of the Living New
England Region (Bureau
of Jewish of Education of
Rhode Island), Orloff Central Agency for Jewish Education in Davie,
Florida and the Shalhevet Program of the Holocaust Center of
Northern California. This initiative was an opportunity to personal-
ize the March of the Living experience for delegation members.
Each teen received a memorial card for the child they were remem-
bering, and a name tag which they wore behind their own names.

Eleanor Ghinghis, a Los Angeles March of the Living delegation
member carried with her the name of

Remember Us
The Holocaust Bnai Mitzvah Project

About Remember Us
Remember Us: The Holocaust
Bnai Mitzvah Project offers an
invitation to each child preparing
for bar/bat mitzvah: remember one
specific child who was lost in the
Holocaust, and act for the good in
memory of that child.  We provide
the names, and suggest ways for
young people and their families to
express their commitment to mem-
ory: dedicating their Torah reading,
doing mitzvot and tikkun olam in
the name of the child, lighting
yahrzeit candles, etc.
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The Los Angeles March of
the Living delegation
gathered at a mass grave
for children in Tarnow,
Poland under a tallis made
by one of the delegation
parents to pay homage to
all of the children.



News from Remember Us2 Spring/Summer 2010

Hilary Miller Continued from page 1

News About Strategic Partners

and writing histories of two local survivors
and two children of survivors. She com-
piled them with educational background
material provided by the Nathan and
Esther Pelz Holocaust Education and
Resource Center (HERC) and research that
she did into a book entitled “Survivors of
the Holocaust: Keeping the Candle Lit”.
According to Hilary, “If anyone who reads
this book, whether they are Jewish or not,
takes action to educate themselves or
someone else about the Holocaust, think of
the difference it would make in the world.”

According to Hilary “I feel that it is
especially important for my generation to
interview survivors because the new gen-
eration will not be able to hear their sto-
ries first-hand. It is a responsibility that I
feel as a Jew, and especially as a Jew living
freely in America, not being forced to wear
a yellow star on my jacket…I hope that
this book, and the stories of survivors will
educate and move its readers to keep the
candle burning. We must never forget”     

Hilary has now been invited to share
her knowledge of the Holocaust with mid-
dle school students at two areal schools.
She brings her framed Remember Us

Memorial Certificate and her book with
her to share. She has also accompanied
HERC Director and Remember Us partner
Bonnie Shafrin to speak to pre-bnai mitz-
vah students at other Milwaukee syna-
gogues about the importance of participat-
ing in Remember Us.   

Hilary is the daughter of Jamie and
Felicia Miller of Bayside, WI. She is a 7th
grade student at Milwaukee Jewish Day
School, an avid reader, and soccer player.
She became Bat Mitzvah at Congregation
Beth Israel in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where
she is a fourth-generation member. ■

Australian Students Accept 
Names at Yom Hashoah

Welcome To the 
Board of Rabbis of
Southern California

The New South Wales (Australia) Jewish Board
of Deputies Remember Us Project in a special

ceremony invited 150 bnai mitzvah students
from the two largest Orthodox Jewish Day
Schools in Sydney, Moriah College and Masada
College, to accept the honor and responsibility
of remembering a child. 

In an educational program which coincided
with Yom HaShoah, students first participated
in a candle lighting ceremony in memory of the
six million who died during the Shoah.  This
was followed by a multimedia tour through his-
tory, which included six checkpoints with his-
torical accounts from Kristallnacht through lib-
eration.  The program included personal
recollections from two local survivors as well as
past participants of the March of the Living.

At the close of the program, each bnai mitz-
vah student received a Remember Us Memorial
name certificate and materials to explain partici-
pation. One of the survivors who participated in
the program, an elderly man who became a Bar
Mitzvah recently at the age of 77, was also pre-
sented with a Remember Us memorial profile of
a child from his native Poland. He becomes the
oldest Remember Us Bar Mitzvah participant. 

Laurence Bloch, a Jewish educator in Sydney
who has been instrumental in bringing the
Remember Us concept to the community, facili-
tated the ceremony and educational program-
ming and has assumed responsibility for promot-
ing Remember Us in Australia.  Yasher Koach
and todah rabah to Laurence for his efforts! ■

The Board of Rabbis of
Southern California recent

endorsement of and partnership
with Remember Us will be a sig-
nificant opportunity to expand
congregation and individual bnai
mitzvah participation in Southern
California. The Board of Rabbis,
with more than 300 members,
brings together Conservative,
Orthodox, Reconstructionist,
Reform and transdemoniational
streams of Jewish life. Promoting
Remember Us is consistent with
the many Jewish learning and liv-
ing programs that the Board
sponsors and promotes. Rabbi
Mark Diamond, Executive Vice
President of the Board of Rabbis,
“The Board of Rabbis of Southern
California is pleased to endorse
and promote Remember Us: The
Holocaust Bnai Mitzvah Program.
Through this partnership, our
320 member rabbis will have
access to resources that enable
their b’nai mitzvah students to
remember and honor children
who died in the Holocaust.
Remember Us, with the Board of

Rabbis endorsement, will have
the potential to reach hundreds
of congregations in Southern
California.” ■

International Developments 

In the last few months bnai mitzvah students from England, Italy, South Africa, Canada and Israel
have contacted Remember Us to request names of children to remember. Our enhanced website

has made the program easily accessible internationally  A news feature story  on the Israel’s news
site YNET, which appeared in both Hebrew and English, generated publicity for the Project in Israel
and elsewhere (English version at (http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3874471,00.html).
Project founder Gesher Calmenson and his wife Cynthia, who for many years handled Remember
Us outreach, will be visiting Israel in June and meeting with education, civic, and religious leader-
ship to create the partnerships and infrastructure to support Israeli youth participation in the
Remember Us concept. On the other side of the world, the Board of Trustees of New South Wales
Australia, a leading rabbinic association, endorsed the program (see the full story on this page). ■

Students from two Sydney, Australia day schools
gathered together at Yom Hashoah to light
memorial candles, participate in an educational
program, and each receive a memorial certifi-
cate for a child provided by Remember Us.
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Australia
Sydney

New South Wales Board
of Deputies

Israel
Beit Shemesh

Ohel Yona Menachem
Jerusalem

Acheinu Beit Yisrael

Italy
Milano

Beth Shalom

South Africa
Johannesburg

Greenside Synagogue

United Kingdom
Herts

Bushey United
Synagogue

United States 
of America

Arizona
Tempe

Temple Emanuel

California
El Granada

Coastside Jewish
Community

Los Angeles
Bureau of Jewish

Education
Manhattan Beach

Congregation Tikvat
Jacob

Newport Beach
Temple Bat Yahm

Ojai
Temple K’hilat

HaAloneem
Palm Springs

Temple Isaiah
Valley Village

Adat Ari El

Connecticut
Greenwich

Greenwich Reform
Synagogue

District of Columbia
“Washington, D.C.”

Kehilla Chadasha

Florida
Davie

Orloff Central Agency
for Jewish Education

Greenacres
Temple Beth Tikvah

Surfside
Shul of Bal Harbour

Georgia
Johns Creek

Congregation Dor
Tamid

Illinois
Chicago

Anshe Emet
Oak Park

Oak Park Temple

Louisiana
Baton Rouge

Congregation B’nai
Israel

Maryland
Bethesda

Bureau of Jewish
Education

Massachusetts
Boston

Jewish Community
Relations Council of
Greater Boston

New Hampshire
Nashua

Temple Beth Abraham

New Jersey
Closter

Temple Beth El of
Northern Valley

New York
Bronx

Hebrew Institute of
Riverdale

Brooklyn
Temple Beth Emeth

Flushing
Bay Terrace Jewish

Center
Hewlett

Congregation Beth
Emeth

Mt. Sinai
Temple Beth Emeth

New York
Synagogue for the Arts

New York
Temple Israel

Patchogue
Temple Beth-El of

Patchogue
Smithtown

Temple Beth Shalom

Valley Stream
Temple Hillel

Pennsylvania
Harrisburg

Jewish Federation of
Greater Harrisburg

King of Prussia
Temple Brith Achim
Yardley
Congregation Kol Emet

Rhode Island
Barrington

Temple Habonim
Providence

Bureau of Jewish
Education of Rhode
Island

Texas
Flower Mound

Congregation Kol Ami
Houston

Houston Congregation
for Reform Judaism

Virginia
Norfolk

Temple Israel

New Participating Communities
Remember Us welcomes the following communities at which the Remember Us Project is made available 

to bar/bat mitzvah students. May they go from strength to strength.

March of the Living
Continued from page 1

Samuel Varsano. The MOTL staff
member responsible for assigning
Remember Us names to participants
realized that Samuel had died on The
boy died on April 14 1943. Motl was
at the camp on April 14 2010. At
Majdanek, Eleanor was prompted by
the MOTL staff to look carefully at the
dates affixed to the name card backing
up her own name. Her words to the
young woman, looking at the dates,
were “You must never forget.”
Eleanor’s parting words to March of
the Living staff at the end of the two-
week trip: “I will never forget”.

This year’s cooperation with March
of the Living has been a pilot project
for providing indvidual names to all
the teens who will go on future
Marches. ■

Two significant grant awards, a mini-
grant for capacity-building from

Upstart Bay Area and a generous grant
from the UpStart Bay Area with funds
provided by the Lazlo N. Tauber
Foundation will allow Remember Us to
expand our capacity-building, outreach,
and programmatic initiatives targeted to
post-bnai mitzvah age youth. 

The Tauber grant enables us to main-
tain contact and connection with
Remember Us participants following their
bar/bat mitzvah participation, The Yahrzeit
project will provide a written reminder to
past participants upon the anniversary of
their bar/bat mitzvah to encourage them
to accept the mitzvah of saying Kaddish
for the child they remembered, as well as
inspire them to turn remembrance into

action in the name of that child.
The grant will also provide funding to

test the effectiveness of a new outreach
process by exhibiting at the CCAR
Convention, the national gathering of
Reform rabbis, as well as expand the part-
nership with March of the Living from the
three pilot groups to the national organi-
zation. The Upstart Bay Area capacity-
building grant will enable Gesher
Calmenson, Executive Director and
Founder of Remember Us, to travel to
Israel to focus on outreach and partner-
ships designed to significantly expand the
program’s geographic outreach and Israeli
participation.  In addition, the grant pro-
vides for the technological hardware and
software to manage the demands of
increased program participation. ■
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Jewish Communal Fund of
Cheryl & Dr. Albert M.
Lefkovits

Wohlman Jewish
Community Foundation

Pelz Family Foundation
Jewish Community Center,

Sonoma County
Tauber Foundation
Berenbaum Group

CANADA
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Karen Simkin

UNITED STATES
ARIZONA
M. & K. Hartstein

CALIFORNIA
Jim & Myrna Andrews
Debora & Barry Barkan
Matthew Bennett
Michael Berenbaum
Inge S. Berliner
Gabie Berliner
David & Carol Berluti
Morris Bisted
Rochel Blachman
Rachel Brodie
Ellen A. Brosbe
Lily Buder
Mallorie Burak
Marlene Burak
George & Cynthia

Calmenson
Deborah Cutler
Sally Carlson & Karl

Keesling
Amy Cohen
Catherine Colin
Audrey Desky
Laurie Eisenberg
Aviva Elihu
Dan & Nina Fendel
Joe & Tamar Fendel
Rosemary Frieden
Rober & Linda Gersh
David & Susan Wilner

Golden
Laura Goldman
Robbie Gordan
Frances Green
Fariba Hakkakzadeh

Jill Adrienne Hoffman
Kamala Horwitz
G. Rick & Carolyn

Hutchinson
Samara Hutman
Michael & Patricia Jacobs
Peter Katz
Nancy Kessler
Jamie Kidson
Ira Lapides
Michael Lesser
Benjamin Lev
Merle Malakoff
Justin Marcus
Julie Mason
Jill McDonough
Judy & Dean Meltz
Evelyn Merritt
Sam Miller
Lesley Moore
Nathan Nemani
Linda & Barton Pachino
Shadi Pezeshki
Melanie Shane
Joninna Simpson
Jonathan & Sheryl Sokoloff
Mark & Jill Belasco Smith
Martin & Marlene Stein
Debbe Thaler
Katherine Tick
Barbara Tobin & Cass

Smith
April & Tom Turkington
Shirley Turteltaub
Anne & Gary Vollen
John & Sandra Warren
Dr. Cynthia Weissbein
Reid Westburg

COLORADO
Mike & Elaine Tobin

CONNECTICUT
Francis & Kathleen

Burgweger
Laura Morris

FLORIDA
Lori Beim
Cindy Black
Noah I. Blaher
Mindy & Andrew Brenner
Randall Califf
Melanie Dressler
Karin & Steve Elkin
Jacqueline Gillman
Amy Goldberg

Lauraleigh & Leonard
Gould

Miriam Greener
Shelley Groff
Steven Hein
Lisa Schulman Hein
Jonathan Hyde
Cindy Kalser
Laurel Kalser
Norma Kusnetz
Michele Lapayowker
Francine LeVine
Tammy Levy
Seth Miller
Jeffrey & Melissa Moskowitz
Andrew & Brenda Nullman
Barbra Panzer
Ella Polyak
Lori Ripps
Lori Root
Carolyn Rosenblum
Nancy Rubin
Mary Schaffel
Michael Seltzer
Rachel Slavkin

GEORGIA
Deborah Levin
Lara Tolchin

ILLINOIS
Jill Rabin
Lily Schaer
Cyndi Solitro

MASSACHUSETTS
Julie Cyker
Sonya Jampel
Andrew & Kathleen Lubeck
Leslie G. Orkin
Amy Silver Ritter
Marla & Evan Simon
Evan, Howard & Anne

Smith Levine
Robert & Susan Thomas
Barry Tils
Sharon Weinstein

MARYLAND
Jill Cohen
Martha Fein
Becky Fischbein
Caryn Hild
Adee Jakob
David & Barbara

Marblestone
Robert Mellinger & Wendy

Poogach

Leslie Rifkin
Diane Rubinstein
Marshall & Elaine Salsbury
Roslyn Snyder

MINNESOTA
Steve Feldman

NEW JERSEY
Maria Barlev
Todd Cooperman
Sherry Fine
Eliot & Randi Goldberg
Andrea Katz
Catherine Kenefick
Edward & Joyce Ratner
Amy Rosenberg
Neil & Eileen Lubeck

Schiffman
Susan Seed-Schroeder
Robin Sidoti
Catherine Singer
Marci Tapper
Harry & Hanna Wechsler
Christine Wohltmann

NEW YORK
Linda Azmon
Amy Barkin
Peri Cohen
Susan Collica
Jill Dinhofer
Mallory Dugan
SiFamilant
Cindy Frank
Gina Goodman
Jay Greenbaum
Carrie Kantor
Roberta Kaufman
Andrew Levin
Carol Lieber
Jack Mangini
Helen Mlodinoff
Alan Nossen
Michele & Dave Perlzweig
Bernard & Cilene Price
Mike Richman
Andrea Barnett Rosen &

Lorin R. Streim
Patti Schachter
Paula Smith
Michael& Lisa Breier Urban

OHIO
Richard & Barbara Altman
Leslie Meyer
Janelle Romond
Aline L. Simon

OREGON
Beth & Aryeh Hirschfield
Mark Nedleman
Alan Winter

PENNSYLVANIA
Elizabeth Adland
Esther & Kevin Auerbach
Carol Dembe
Andy Duchovnay
Michael Freeman
Lisa Garfield
Beth Geller
Beth Godett
Gary & Susan Goldenbert
Lisa Goldstein
Faye Laveson
Marc Schulz & Joan Kaplan
Bill Schwartzman & Harriet

Stuart
Michael & Janet Sternberg
Mindy Valenci
Debra Wachspress
Mimi Wilder
Joel & Lisa Winer
Jerry & Terri Wolfman

TEXAS
Melvin Gross
Regina, Isaac & Rachel

Roosth
Melissa Zane
Cheryl Lynne Zane

WISCONSIN
Stephanie Melnick & Mark

Goldstein
Eileen, Glenn & Sharyn

Graves
Bunny & Joel Honigman
Michael & Linda Levey
Marilyn & Ralph Schapira
Rabbi Ronald M. Shapiro
Gladys Shukur
Lisa & Robert Wathen
Wendy & Marc Yanow
Craig & Lisa Zetley

OTHER USA 
Sheryl, Bruce, Lauren &

Morgan Denker
Nina Gordon
Brandon Kramer
Jan Raymond
Rick & Steph Seawright
Wendy & Larry Shilling
Cary Stadtlander

Our Sincere Thanks to These Supporters 
of the Remember Us Project
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